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THE CULTURE AND CHRONOLOGY AT
SANXINDUI SITE

by

Chen X z'am{an

Sanxindui Site, at Sanxin village, Guanghan city, Sichuan province is an
important site of the early Shu culture From 1980 to 1986several excavations
had been taken place there, unearthed a lot of precious artifacts, the re—
‘mains of dwellings and kilns, ash pits, the workshops of jades and other
precious stones, city walls etc, All these identified the site is one of the
center of the early Shu state,

The cultural deposits can be divided into 16 levels, It represents four
stages, The first stage includes the levels from 16 to 13 which mainly con—
tain the fine grey pottery, which occupy about 80 percent among the pot-
tery shards, The recognizable objects are flat-bottomed vessels (EJEE) ,
wide-edged tripod vessels(FE¥3%), openwork high pedestal cup(BALEEEFH),
bowl-shaped vessels (§kFEE%E), cooking utensils with lotus-leaf edge (fifH- %
K2 )etc, The main decorations are fine rope pattern (ZR#%L) ,paralled line
pattern (PFTLRE() applied decoration (Hihndsr)etec, They belong to the late
neolithic age, The second stage includes the levels from 12 to 11 which pri-
marily contain sandy brown pottery (FEpb¥W) . The proportion of fine grey
pottery reduced to 28 percent, Swall flat-bottomed pottery jars (/NEJERGEED
are popular, The shape of the pottery is dominated by he(BgF),long—stemed
dou (EHiE) , tripod design cooking utensits etc, The decorations include
arc thick and fine cord impression (M, HMEEL) , incision (ZRIL) , sealed
pattern (BEIL) ,pointed pattern(4ERZ) , paralled line pattern(PFRLL),

% A” shaped pattern etc, The date of this stage may bs from Xia to Shang
Dynasty, The third stage includes the levels from 10 to 9 which contain
primarily sandy brown pottery, The artifacts consist of gu, gu—shaped vess—
els (fK. MBS , long—necked hu (KFid). The decorations are ¥3” shaped-
pattern (RPILL) ,nipple-shaped pattern (P 4T8) ,clam shaped-pattern (L)
and cloud and thunder pattern (ZESL),The date of this assemblage is mid-
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Shang Dynasty_ The fourth stage contains the levels from 8 to 4,0On the ba-
sis of the analysis of the discoveries, this stage could be sub-divided into
the early and tﬁe late period, The objects of the early period agree with
those of the third stage, But point —bottomed pots are popular, bird-headed
handle spoons are less, In the late period the majority of the pottery sherds
are plain-faced, only a few cord impression decoration, The proportation of
the fine clay pottery increases, The vessels grow higher, The thickness of
the wall of point-bottomed pot is very fine and the bird-headed handle
spoons as wall as wide—edged tripod cooking vessels disappeare, Some small
flat-bottomed pot change into pedestal foot, the date of this period is in
the late Shang and the early Zhou Dynasty,

During the fourth stage, the typical artifacts are small f{lat-bottomed
pots, long=—stemed Dous,bird-headed handle spoons, openwork high pedestal
cup (BEFLEE L) etc, All have their own developmental series, and show
their indigenous cultural characteristics which distinguishes them {rom the
culture of Central Plain region represented by the main cooking vessels of
Ding (5> , Li () , Yan () and other tripod utensils, also from the
north~western culture primarily indicated by painted pottery etc, So we call
this as Sanxindui culture or the early Shu culture, The culture had been deve-
loped in Ba and Shu in spring & Autumn and warring states period, For ex—
ample, the essential objects of the point~bottomed pots, Zhan (&) , He

(#) , long-handled Dou (GFHHE) , pedestal foot Dou (R E) etc, in the
fourth period of Sanxindui site all existed in the Shang and Zhou site at Twel-
ve-Bridges Site, the Zhou site of Zhi Hui street in Chengdu city, the tombs
and the sites of Spring & Autumn period and Warring States period at Min—
xin Village and Nan Luo ba in Rongjing county, the tombs of Warring
States period in the southern suburb of Chengdu etc, But the decoration
patterns such as birds (&) , palm-hearts (F.») , tigers (f8) , toads(ifsif)
etc, and clay status(JBEE{®R), ¢“star and moon” decoration are more popular
weapons in Spring & Autumn and Warring States periods, These show the
inner relations,the traditional ties and the inherited factors originated from
the same culture Based on the analysis mentioned above, we can come to the
conclusion,that the Shu culture in Spring & Autumn and Warring States period

originates from the carly Shu culture at Sanxindui Site in Guanghan,

—231—



T HEAKASEEE A MAS R RARY

(1), BRBIFARR (2), HBEMAEMER, (3), KHHRREEs (4). HH5 K g
(a+d) AL, x250

8. HAK A0 EHE A My

(1), ZEEEREFEWE (a+d) HFHARSLER; (2), EEEEPRPEMK (a+d) 4
HH, x156

I EREHINERMENEMAL; ARBENaZETE R, X200

AT ARA T A TR

B

1 2 3 4 5. 6 7 8

JREZMEEMREEA, T 5B

BEiEe

LEZRARRENEEES BE (Hw) 2. AR

B.ZRMK B 4. 5L %N 5. B EE

ARG AE BB R Bt K IR

B

LESHE  2.%% (F, A 3.%#% (F,a#H) 4. F,HE
B AR {5

LATR#% (H,:83) 2.A TR/ (H,:25)
B.EIR#E s (Hy:93) 4. CIR#EHDE (H,:65
5.k # (%k:21) 6. B8 (R:24
B 5 R
1.CIRX# (T,@:132) 2.E®8% (H,;:37
BADRE (T, @:297) 4. BIXE (H,:109)
5.CTR&E (Hy: D 6.C 1A% (T.@:67)
BR 2
1.BIR& (H,y:D 2. BIR% (Hg:111)
3.ATRE (Hy:113) 4. BIR&E (T.®:76)

—312—



(C)1994-2023 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved.. - http://www:cnki.net



