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Excavation Report on the Slat Tombs in the Cuojishan, Mao
County, Sichuan in 1984

Sichuan Institute of Archaeology
The Cultural Relics Administration Bureau of Aba Autonomous Prefecture
The Qiang Museum of Mao County
Chengdu Institute of Archaeology

Abstract: In spring of 1984, there were dozens of slat tombs discovered when the Fengyi
Town brickyard dug the clay for making bricks in the northern Cuojishan, Fengyi Town, Mao
County. Maowen County Qiang Clan Cultural Bureau conducted rescue excavation for nine
of the slat tombs. In May of the same year, Office of Committee of Cultural Relics of Sichuan
Province, the Cultural Relics Administration Bureau of Aba Autonomous Prefecture and the
Cultural Office of Qiang Autonomous Prefecture of Maowen jointly excavated another nine
slat tombs. From 9 to 20, October, 1984, a collaboration with the above three organizations
conducted rescue excavation in hill central and mountainside of Cuojishan, where the area
was destroyed seriously by the brickyard. In this excavation, the slat tombs were located in
the hill central and mountainside of southern slope groove of Cuojishan. According to the
landscape, the excavation areas were divided into A and B:

Area A was located in the eastern end of the graveyard where the brickyard dug the clay.
It was destroyed seriously. The elevation is 1710m.

Area B was located at the western part of the graveyard. The brickyard has not dug
the clay yet, so the destruction was less. There was 150m northeast to Area A with 1700m
elevation. Both of the areas were in northeast to southwest directions.

In this excavation, 53 slat tombs were excavated. Together with the nine slat tombs

excavated in the spring 1984, there were totally 62 slat tombs excavated.

Keywords: Slat Tomb, Burial Archaeology, Southwestern Barbarians



