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Abstract: In October and November, 2019, a joint archaeological survey was carried out
in the upper reaches of Bailong River basin (Zoige Section) and its major tributary Dalagou River
by Sichuan Province Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Department of Archaeology of
Sichuan University, Aba Prefectural Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, and the Zoige
County Administration of Cultural Relics. A total of 33 ancient sites were found in the survey,
including 25 Pre-Qin sites, mainly from the late Neolithic and Shang-Zhou periods. Amongst
them 11 sites are more important, including Xiaqiezhai site, Guda site, Nibazhai site, Pulake
site, Panritangka site, Gaerka site, Dingguo site, Mutangzhai site, Manie site, Sagailang site and
Bidaiguo site. These sites mainly distribute on the secondary terraces on both sides of the upper
reaches of the Bailong River and Dalagou River, mostly with large height differences above
current river surface, only few of them are located in low positions. Potteries, stone tools, bone
tools, perforated shell ornaments, agate beads, glass beads and animal bones were collected from
these sites. The reddish-brown clay potteries, grayish-brown sandy potteries with rope patterns and
colored potteries, which are represented by those from the Dingguo site and Mutangzhai site, are
similar to potteries of the Majiayao Culture. The reddish-brown clay potteries with basket patterns
unearthed from a late stage stratum at the Mutangzhai site can be confirmed as a Qijia Culture
object. The perforated shell ornaments, agate beads, glass beads and other artifacts collected at the
Manie site and Nibazhai site prove that the region was a north-south route for cultural exchange and
trade during the Shang-Zhou period. The new discoveries provide important materials to promote
the studies of the distribution pattern, landscape characteristics, archaeological cultural features and
culture exchanges of this area during the Pre-Qin period.

Key Words: Bailongjiang River basin, Zoige County, Pre-Qin period, Archaeological
survey
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