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ABSTRACT: In 2007, the Sichuan Provincial Academy of Cultural Relics and Archaeology carried

out excavation on the Maiping site in the middle Dadu River valley. In the excavated area of about 1, 800

sq m they revealed above 30 house-foundations, more than 100 ash-pits and eight tombs, and brought to

light quantities of stone implements and pottery vessels. The cultural contents of the site belong mainly to

the late Neolithic Age and represent a newly discovered archaeological culture. The excavation has great

significance to the study of the Neolithic cultural pedigree in the Dadu River valley and even the whole

Sichuan region. As a large-sized prehistoric settlement with densely built houses and a clear evolutionary

line of building form, the site is of important value to promote settlement archaeology in this region and

the study of the environmental changes and human life style of that time in the middle Dadu River valley.
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