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PREFACE

In the summer of 1925 the writer went on a collecting expedition
for the Smithsonian Institution to Sung-p'an §f and the Yellow
Dragon Gorge. On the way to and from Sung-p’an he passed through
Wen-ch'uan j )ij, Wei-chou i, Mao-chou F§M, and Tieh-ch’
A% %, which are in the Ch'iang region, and on the return trip he also
visited Kuan-chai §7 %€, which is the center of the Wa-ssii # i
people. He met a few of the Ch'iang people ¢ A , and took pictures
of them.

During the summer of 1933 the writer spent his summer vacation
among the Ch'iang people, collecting natural history specimens for
the Smithsonian Institution. Among the Chliang villages that he
visited were K'a-ku, O-erh, Lung-ch'i-chai {iii& %, Tung-men-wai
i 4k, Thao-tzi-ping Bg--3F, and also Tsa-ku-nao FETFAE n
the country of the Chia-jung 3%3%, and T'ung-lin-shan, the home
of the hereditary ruler of the Wa-ssit. He witnessed the Ch'iang
social dances at Chiu-tzii-t'eng, visited many Ch'iang homes, temples,
sacred groves, and shrines, took notes and pictures, and collected
their artifacts for the West China Union University Museum.

In the summer of 1941 the National Ministry of Education of
China and the Porder Service Dureau of the Church of Christ in
China sent a group of 70 university students and professors to the
borderland for social service and research, It was the good fortune
of the writer to be included. With Mr. Ch’in Hsiieh-sheng 784 a
student of the West China Union University, he was sent to the Min
River valley to study the Miao who were supposed to be there.
Finding that there were no Miao in that region, he turned to the study
of the Ch’iang, visiting Mao-chou, Li-fan Fp{fF, Wei-chou, Wen-
ch'uan, K’a-ku, Mu-shang-chi, Lung-ch’i-chai, Tung-men-wai, T ao-
tzit-p’ing, Ta-ho-p'ing-chai J:fisp %, Tsa-to, Ts’a-to-kou, and
T ung-lin-shan.

The following summer the writer was sent for further research
among the Ch'iang by the Border Service Bureau of the Church of
Christ in China. In addition to the places already mentioned he
visited P'u-wa, P'u-ch'i-kou, P'u-ch’t-chai, Chia-shan-chai, Hsi-shan-

E) ?&-/R% « %jﬁ H"U E"_] {%\\ 5 E_t': %t » chai, and Lo-pu-chai. Between 1933 and 1948 he made a number

of shorter trips to the Ch'iang region, and in addition brought

004 "ﬁ’“ﬁ‘ %"‘ |:|:l ;f%&/ﬂf % H’q z ? several Ch'iang men to Chengtu, where for wecks at a time they



Chin I Middle School,
'an Tse Shi,

Somth Bank, Chungking.
CHINA

ctober 27th 1945,
Dr. K.J Herskovits,
Department of inthropology,
Northwestern Universivy,
Evanston, Ill., U.S.A.

/1%h great pleasurs loan have the fortune to0 write
you, I am very glad and gratefnl that you have promised me

nd grantel e a fellowship of US§ 1,000
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it's awfully difficuls to & Chinsse gtuient for going abroad
at present; 80 1 have delayed for a long time in Chungking.
But I have got my pasgport and finished 211 the requirementsa
because 0f the special cesse which iz t0 further the ocultural
relations between Americe snd China.Now I'm ewaiting the
trensportation for my deperture. I hope that 1 shall have

started for Amerige when you receive this letitar.
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I should like to write you telling of the above and
send you 2ll good wishes and e plicture terewitie.
Yours very faishfully,

Lo WA .52
(Ts'in Esueh-sheug)
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ISTHMIAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY

71 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 6, N. Y.

s.s. STEEL IKVENTOE voy Ne. 69
PORT AT SEA pate TPEBRUARY 3, 13456

Professor Melville J. Herskovits
Denartaent of Znthrovology
Northwestern University
Evanston, Illinols

Dear Sir:

Fortunately I had the chance to leave Shanghail on Jamusry 18th. This cargo
vessel takes sbout fifty days to make the trip, so I should arrive in ¥ew York
about March Hth.

Most ships from Shanghal to the west cosst are troop transports. Therefore
if I didn't take this ship I should hsve to wait until May for transportation.

There are seven passengers on the ship and forty crew members, reoresenting
sixteen nationalities, of which I am the only Chinese. English is the most common
medium of communication among these diverse languages.

Barring unforeseen delays, I expect to be in Evanston on or about March 16th.

P

Ts'in Hsueh-sheng
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