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Abstract: According to The 2011-2015 Archaeological Work Plan of Sanxingdui Site, from
December 2015 to June 2016, Sichuan Province Institute of Cultural Relics and Archeology and
Sanxingdui Museum, Guanghan, Sichuan conducted a comprehensive archaeological excavation
at the south city wall of Yueliangwan inside Sanxingdui site, revealing a length of the city wall,
8 house foundations, 46 postholes, 17 ash pits, 5 particular pits, 32 ditches, and 6 burials. These
remains can be divided into 4 cultural phases with a total of 5 stages, of which Phase | and Stage
1 are roughly dated to 4200-4100 years ago, Phase II , including Stages 2 and 3, is dated to 4100-
3900 years ago, Phase Il and Stage 4 correspond to the third phase of Erlitou, and Phase IV and
Stage 5 correspond to the second phase of Yinxu.

The rammed-earth structure of the wall generally consists of a number of diagonal units, and
with the exception of unit a, which was added at a later phase on the inner side of the wall, the
rest of the units comprise small rammed layers piled in a nearly horizontal shape. This rammed-
earth structure is entirely consistent with other sections of the city walls at Yueliangwan, namely
the northern section of the west city wall of Sanxingdui excavated in 1991, and the city walls
at Yueliangwan excavated in 1999, at Zhenwugong excavated in 2013, and at Qingguanshan
excavated in 2014, which were most likely constructed at the same period.

From the contexts and artefacts, it can be inferred that the south city wall of Yueliangwan was
built no earlier than 4100 years ago, and no later than the second phase of Yinxu. The fact that none
of the Phase Il remains have been identified at the south wall suggests that the wall was already
erected at that time, no later than the third phase of Erlitou. As the pottery recovered from unit a
belongs to Phase IV and Stage 5, it can be concluded that the city wall was not yet abandoned and
was still in use and maintenance during the second phase of Yinxu.

Key Words: Sanxingdui site, Yueliangwan, City wall
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