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Abstract: Through re-combing relevant materials of Wang Xi’s Families Cemetery in
Pingwu County, Mianyang City, we believe M22 was the tomb of Wang Jian’s wife, and M12
~ M16 were the tombs of an official with ranks and his wives who lived after the seventh year
of Zhengde period of Ming dynasty, rather than the tombs of Wang Xi’s father and his wives as
conjectured in the brief report.

According to different shapes of tombs and dating materials excavated from the tombs, we
divide tombs in this cemetery into four groups, which correspond respectively to type Al, All,
BI and BII of Ming dynasty stone chamber tombs of officials with ranks in Sichuan. Based on
the varying characteristics of different types of tombs, they fall into early, middle and late stages
respectively.

Through a comparative study of the decoration methods between the tombs of Wang Xiang
couple and Wang Xi couple, we find that differences and changes in the decoration contents of
the tombs are also the reflection of the evolution of tomb decoration in the early and middle Ming
Dynasty. Funerary objects are further identified as daily-use items and sacrificial wares based on
their different locations in the tombs. The stone credential inscription discovered in the tomb is a
further reflection of the evolution of religion in Longzhou region during the Ming Dynasty. From
the eighth year of Tianshun period (1464) to the seventh year of Zhengde period (1512), the region
was always within the sphere of influence of Lingbao sect (Taoism).

Available anthropological materials suggest that the Chieftains of Wangs took a conciliation
approach and a respectful manner in their daily governance of the local people, while after death
they tended to adopt the Han style funeral customs. It was the result of the chieftains’ initiative
choice, which shows the strong cohesion of Chinese culture.

Regarding the cemetery of Wang Xi family, the ages and evolution of the shapes of tombs are
both figured out, presenting diverse decorative themes as well as exquisite and varying unearthed
cultural relics. It is of great value for the exploration of the hereditary system of chieftains ( ‘Tusi’,
4+ & ) in the Ming Dynasty, as well as the research of Tusi culture and the construction of the acad-
emic system of Tusi.

Key Words: Tusi(Chieftain), sacrificial wares, Daoism, funeral custom, cultural identifi-
cation
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